
                         
 

Friday 4th February 

Dear All, 

Last week we held our first staff training as part of the Outdoor Play and Learning (OPAL) scheme. As part of 

the project, we have been given an OPAL mentor who will be working with staff, parents, governors and 

children over the next 18 months. It was really exciting to hear the stories of how OPAL has changed play and 

break times in other schools and to see videos of the brilliant opportunities which schools can provide. Did you 

know that over their school careers, every child will spend the equivalent of 1.4 years on the playground so 

it’s important we get it right!  

Over the next few months we will be holding parents’ sessions so that you can learn more about the project 

and the play we will be encouraging. We will also be gathering all sorts of ‘loose parts’ equipment for the 

children to use e.g. tyres, planks, mud kitchen equipment, sand toys etc. If you have anything you might be 

able to donate after a Christmas clear out, please let Mrs Sacre know! 

You can find out more about OPAL here - https://outdoorplayandlearning.org.uk/  

Have a lovely weekend! 

Mrs L Watts – Executive Headteacher  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

This week in class… 

Pre-school: Preschool listened to the Chinese Zodiac story this week and then talked about tigers and where 

they come from.  We have also been busy playing with some new toys and especially like the pipe pieces 

which led to some interesting constructions.  The windy weather provided lots of opportunities for games of leaf 

chasing and sweeping up too. 
 

Acorn: Acorn class have been continuing to learn The Sheep and the Goat. Below is the story map to help 

children remember the story, please ask them about it. This week we have been finding out about Chinese 

New Year and making lanterns.  We have begun work finding out about refugee journeys. In particular, the 

journey of Little Amal the puppet refugee who travels from the Turkey-Syria border to the UK.  
 

Oak: Oak Class have started to carry out research on Howard Carter and are preparing to write a biography 

about him in honour of the 100-year anniversary of the discovery of King Tutankhamun's tomb. They are 

continuing to weigh up the reliability of sources and have extended their research to include online resources, 

documentary evidence and textbook research.  The children have been exploring the idea of e-safety and 

how to weigh up risk online.  They have also framed their understanding of technology in relation to the world 

history chronology in order to understand how recent digital technology actually is.  In maths, they have been 

exploring 3D shapes and identifying the properties of these. 

Dates for your diary 

Y3/4 Forest School – Friday 11th February 

Y5/6 Swimming – Monday 7th February 

Acorn puppet making workshop – Monday 7th February 

End of half term – Friday 11th February  

Oak to Norwich Castle (Egyptian Day) - Wednesday 16th March 

 

 
 

https://outdoorplayandlearning.org.uk/


                         
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Puppet Workshop For their workshop on the 7th of 

February, each child in Acorn will need a plastic bottle 

(the size of a small water bottle). Any donations would 

be gratefully received – thank you! 


