
Blackbirds Class - Years 1 and 2
This fortnight, we are finding out all about life cycles. To get you started with your work here is a video 
of a book all about ladybirds. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u_yI3e19kO8
This clip is  American and they say ‘ladybug’. We say ‘ladybird’ but they are both the same creature.

Find out

What can you find out about life 
cycles of different animals? 
Watch this BBC clip to find out 
more about life cycles:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-
clips-video/science-ks1-animal-life-
cycles/zrg9kmn

Can you find out about and explain 
the life cycle of a frog? Or a 
butterfly? 
What are the life cycles of other 
animals like?
Do you think plants have 
life-cycles?

Explore

Go on a ladybird hunt. Take photos or draw pictures of the different 
ladybirds that you find. Count up their spots and see what different 
numbers of spots there are. 
Here is a link to a ladybird identification sheet: 
https://www.coleoptera.org.uk/sites/www.coleoptera.org.uk/files/Lad
ybirds%20of%20the%20UK_new%202019.pdf
Can you find some of the different parts of the ladybird life-cycle? 
There should be quite a few ladybird larvae around at the moment. 

Here is a link to some more information about ladybirds. There is also 
an email address if you have any questions that you want to ask a 
ladybird expert!
https://www.coleoptera.org.uk/coccinellidae/lots-about
Have a go at this ladybird quiz. 
https://www.coleoptera.org.uk/sites/www.coleoptera.org.uk/files/Lad
ybird%20Quiz.pdf

Present
Have a go at making a book or a poster that explains the lifecycle of an animal. You may want to choose a 
ladybird, butterfly or frog, or you may want to choose something else altogether. Remember to include 
writing, and pictures and use some of the special vocabulary for that life cycle (for example, larva, pupa etc). 
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Create
‘The Dot’ by Peter H Reynolds is a story about a girl who discovers her 
creativity through painting dots. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t5mGeR4AQdM
What ways can you find of exploring dots?
Here, the author of the book, shows us how he likes to use dots to 
experiment with drawing and painting.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XDqSZXV13dQ 
What will you create?

Wonder

All living things have life cycles, 
even  us! What were you like 
when you were younger?
Ask your grown-ups about 
your own history. Perhaps they 
have photos or a baby book 
you could look at, or some of 
your old toys. 
How have you changed in your 
lifetime?
How will you change in years 
to come?

Here is a link to a very good 
story about the human life 
cycle, called ‘Once There 
Were Giants.’ 
https://www.youtube.com/watc
h?v=gekeT5MwUYo

                                Make a Difference   Your Choice

What else would 
you like to find 
out about this 
week? 

You can make a home for ladybirds over the 
winter. 

https://schoolgardening.rhs.org.uk/resources/activity/make-a-si
mple-bug-or-ladybird-home
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Measuring Maths Challenge

As you have been growing older, you have been 
growing taller. How tall are you now? 
Find different ways to measure yourself and your 
family. You can  measure yourself by standing 
against a wall and making a mark or by using a 
height chart. But you can also measure yourself by 
lying down and making a chalk mark by your feet 
and one my your head. You can then measure the 
distance with a tape measure, footsteps, hands or 
any other good measuring ideas. 
What are the differences in height between the 
different members of your family?
How tall or long are your pets?

Other measuring challenges:
Find out the measurements for:

- Around your waist
- The length of your leg
- Around your head
- Your longest finger
- Your feet
- From one fingertip to the other (across your 

arms) when you stretch your arms wide

What else can you find to measure?

Key Skills

Go through some of the sounds you have learnt, 
or practise some new ones. 
This link is for year ones, but is also great for 
year twos to remind themselves of any phonic 
sounds they are unsure of.
https://wandleenglishhub.org.uk/lettersandsounds/year-1

Aim to watch the BBC bitesize video for English 
or maths each day if possible.

Year 1:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/tags/zjpqqp3/year-1-and-p2-les
sons

Year 2:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/tags/z7s22sg/year-2-and-p3-le
ssons

Doubles and Halves
See if you can learn all your doubles up to 10+10 
and all the halves of even numbers up to 20. 
What other double numbers can you work out?
Make a doubles and halves poster with all the 
doubles and halves you have found out about. 
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