
Blackbirds Class - Reception
This fortnight, we are finding out all about life cycles. To get you started with your work here is a video 
of a book all about ladybirds. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u_yI3e19kO8
This clip is  American and they say ‘ladybug’. We say ‘ladybird’ but they are both the same creature.

Find out

What can you find out about life 
cycles of different animals? 
‘The Very Hungry Caterpillar’ is a 
brilliant book for learning about the 
life cycle of a caterpillar. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
75NQK-Sm1YY

How did the caterpillar change 
over time?
See if you can find out about how 
some other animals change as 
they grow up. Frogs are a good 
creature to investigate. 

Explore

Go on a ladybird hunt. Take photos or draw pictures of the different 
ladybirds that you find. Count up their spots and see what different 
numbers of spots there are. 
Here is a link to a ladybird identification sheet: 
https://www.coleoptera.org.uk/sites/www.coleoptera.org.uk/files/Lad
ybirds%20of%20the%20UK_new%202019.pdf
Can you find some of the different parts of the ladybird life-cycle? 
There should be quite a few ladybird larvae around at the moment. 

Here is a link to some more information about ladybirds. There is also 
an email address if you have any questions that you want to ask a 
ladybird expert!
https://www.coleoptera.org.uk/coccinellidae/lots-about
Have a go at this ladybird quiz. 
https://www.coleoptera.org.uk/sites/www.coleoptera.org.uk/files/Lad
ybird%20Quiz.pdf

Present
Make a butterfly life cycle hat. https://www.playdoughtoplato.com/butterfly-life-cycle-hats/ This activity has 
pictures to print out and colour but it would really good if you coulud draw your own pictures of the different stages of the 
butterfly’s life. Or you could make a hat for a different animal.  
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Create
‘The Dot’ by Peter H Reynolds is a story about a girl who discovers her 
creativity through painting dots. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t5mGeR4AQdM
What ways can you find of exploring dots?
Here, the author of the book, shows us how he likes to use dots to 
experiment with drawing and painting.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XDqSZXV13dQ 
What will you create?

Wonder

All living things have life cycles, 
even  us! What were you like 
when you were younger?
Ask your grown-ups about 
your own history. Perhaps they 
have photos or a baby book 
you could look at, or some of 
your old toys. 
How have you changed in your 
lifetime?
How will you change in years 
to come?

Here is a link to a very good 
story about the human life 
cycle, called ‘Once There 
Were Giants.’ 
https://www.youtube.com/watc
h?v=gekeT5MwUYo

                                Make a Difference   Your Choice

What else would 
you like to find 
out about this 
week? 

You can make a home for ladybirds over the 
winter. 

https://schoolgardening.rhs.org.uk/resources/activity/make-a-si
mple-bug-or-ladybird-home
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Hungry Caterpillar Maths

White Rose Maths has a week of home 
learning based on the Hungry Caterpillar.
https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/earl
y-years/
(The week beginning 4th May). There are lots 
of themed activities based on the scheme of 
work for Reception. Here are some examples:

There are lots of other good story themes to follow 
in maths. This week’s story is ‘Oliver’s Vegetables’.

Here is the story read for you.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2yvllKqyVUc

There are also plenty of other stories on the White 
Rose Home Learning site, all of which have 
excellent maths activities to go with them. 
https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/early-year
s/

Phonics

Keep working through the phonics that you need to know in 
Reception. Choose a sound a day to practise. 
https://wandleenglishhub.org.uk/lettersandsounds/reception

If you would like a chance to go over blending words, have a 
look at this site:
https://wandleenglishhub.org.uk/lettersandsounds/learning-to-blend

 

Reading

Choose some books from Oxford 
Owl to read. 
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-hom
e/find-a-book/library-page/?view=ima
ge&query=&type=book&age_group=
Age+4-5&level=&level_select=&book
_type=&series=#
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