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Blue Sky Federation: Erpingham VC Primary School & Northrepps Primary School 
 

 
 

Religious Education (RE) policy 

 

Religious education enables children to investigate and reflect on some of the most fundamental 

questions asked by people. In the Blue Sky Federation, we develop the children’s knowledge and 

understanding of the major world faiths, and we address the fundamental questions in life. We 

enable children to develop a sound knowledge not only of Christianity but also of other world 

religions.  Children reflect on what it means to have a faith and to develop their own spiritual 

knowledge and understanding. We help the children learn from religions as well as about religions. 

 

Aims  

 

Through the teaching of Religious Education, we seek to:  

 

 develop the children’s knowledge and understanding of Christianity and the other 

principal religions represented in Great Britain and their ability to respond to the core beliefs 

and practices of these religions  

 explore issues within and between faiths to help them understand and respect different 

religions, beliefs, values and traditions (including ethical life stories), and understand the 

influence of these on individuals, societies, communities and cultures 

 consider questions of meaning and purpose in life 

 learn about religious and ethical teaching, enabling them to develop critical thinking and 

reasoning about religious and moral issues  

 have respect for other peoples’ views and to celebrate the diversity in society 

 develop their sense of identity and belonging, preparing them for life as citizens in a multi-

faith society 

 

Care is taken to ensure that the range of learning experiences we provide gives children 

experience of, and prepares children for, citizenship in modern multi-cultural Britain through 

understanding contrasting cultures, beliefs and faiths. 

 

Planning and Organisation 

 

We plan our religious education curriculum in accordance with Norfolk’s Agreed Syllabus. We 

ensure that the topics studied in religious education build upon prior learning and adopt an 

enquiry-led teaching style, allowing children’s questions to lead their learning. We offer 

opportunities for children of all abilities to develop their skills and knowledge in each unit, and we 

ensure that the planned progression in topic cycles offers the children an increasing challenge as 

they move through the school. We use the ‘Understanding Christianity’ resources from RE Today as 

a basis for our teaching on Christianity. 

 

RE is taught weekly by class teachers, following our medium-term plans which are based on the 

Norfolk Agreed Syllabus and Understanding Christianity. 

 

As our schools have mixed age classes, our medium-term planning is on a rotation cycle. In so 

doing, we ensure that children have complete coverage of the Agreed Syllabus but do not have 
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to repeat topics. Therefore, learning is progressive. Copies of these topic cycles can be made 

available on request. 

 

In accordance with the Agreed Syllabus, children in EYFS and Key Stage 1 spend time in RE 

focusing on Christianity and Judaism. They also learn about festivals which are celebrated around 

the world in many different faiths. These might include Hanukah, Sukkot, Easter, Eid and Diwali. In 

Key Stage 2, children also learn about Muslim and Hindu traditions and undertake units of work 

which seek to make comparisons and links between different world faiths. Each unit of work is 

based around a key question such as: What can Christians learn about God from stories in the 

Bible? or Does religion bring peace or conflict? In this way it is hoped that RE will provide pupils 

with the opportunity to spend time learning about these important issues and reflecting on their 

own beliefs. 

 

Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development 

 

Through the teaching of religious education in our schools, we provide opportunities for spiritual 

development. Children consider and respond to questions concerning the meaning and purpose 

of life. We help them to recognise the difference between right and wrong through the study of 

moral and ethical questions. We enhance their social development by helping them to build a 

sense of identity in a multicultural society. Children explore issues of religious faith and values and, 

in so doing, they develop their knowledge and understanding of the cultural context of their own 

lives.  

 

British Values  

 

In the Blue Sky Federation, British values are promoted in much of what we do, including 

Collective Worship, and our Religious Education and PHSE sessions. These values are integral to our 

Vision statement and our ethos. As well as actively promoting British values, the opposite also 

applies: we would actively challenge pupils, staff or parents expressing opinions contrary to 

fundamental British values, including ‘extremist’ views.  

 

Schools are subject to a duty (Section 26, Counter-Terrorism and Security Act 2015) to have “due 

regard to the need to prevent people from being drawn into terrorism”. This duty is known as the 

Prevent duty. All staff have received training in this area and take this duty very seriously. It is 

hoped that through our teaching in RE we will help children to address thoughts and concerns 

which they might have, enabling them to be sure of their own belief system in a time of significant 

change. 

 

Assessment and record keeping 

 

We assess children’s work in religious education by making informal judgements as we observe 

them during lessons. We mark a piece of work once it has been completed and we comment as 

necessary, according to our assessment policy. On completion of a unit of work, we make a 

summary judgement about the work of each pupil in relation to the standards set out in the 

National Curriculum. We assess children’s progress in their work on Christianity using the building 

blocks system set out in the Understanding Christianity resource. This allows teachers to gain an 

understanding of children’s subject knowledge as they move through the school.  

 

 

Monitoring and training 

 

Children’s learning in RE is monitored regularly by the Subject Leader in line with the school 

monitoring plan, through monitoring planning, observing lessons and evaluating outcomes. The 

named governor responsible for RE meets regularly with the Subject Leader in order to review 
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progress. As Erpingham is a Church of England school, this governor is one of our Foundation 

governors. 

 

The RE Coordinator is also responsible for supporting colleagues in the teaching of religious 

education, for being informed about current developments in the subject, and for providing a 

strategic lead and direction for the subject in the school. It is expected that training in RE teaching 

will form an important part of teachers’ professional development.  

 

Enrichment Opportunities  

As we are a federation consisting of small, rural schools, it is important that children should 

experience first-hand what they learn about in the classroom. Visitors to the school to enhance RE 

teaching and learning are strongly encouraged. Teachers are encouraged to organise out-of-

school visits for the children to enhance their learning, particularly to places of worship. ‘Virtual’ 

visits to places of worship are also available on www.request.org.uk  

 

Our parish churches are a valuable resource for the teaching of RE and children will spend time in 

them learning about the Anglican tradition and making comparisons with other churches and 

places of worship.  

 

Inclusion  

 

In planning for and organising RE activities, teachers take a differentiated approach to ensure 

equality of opportunity for all children, including those with SEN, EAL, and those from all religious 

and cultural backgrounds. 

 

Right to Withdraw 

 

Parents have a right to withdraw their children from RE lessons – if they wish to take advantage of 

this option they must put their request in writing to the Head.  The right of withdrawal does not 

extend to other areas of the curriculum when, as may happen on occasion, spontaneous 

questions on religious matters are raised by pupils or there are issues related to religion that arise in 

other subjects such as history or citizenship. If parents wish to withdraw their children from RE, no 

reason need be given. Where parents have requested that their child is withdrawn, their right must 

be respected. If pupils are withdrawn from RE, school has a duty to supervise them, though not to 

provide additional teaching or to incur extra cost. 

 

Agreed by staff April 2017 

 
 

Review Date:  April 2018 

 

 

Signed by the Chair of Governors: John Longhurst………………. Date: 8/06/17 

 

Signed by the Headteacher: Angie Hamilton……………………… Mrs A Hamilton 

 

 

http://www.request.org.uk/

